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1. ‘The definite antagonism betWeen thne Semenov group in East Berlin and the
Ulbricht group in the SED has deepened, and over the evaluation of the events
25X1 of the 17 Jun. I"The Soviets are by no means through
with the 17 Jun. They Ithocw well g that the 17 Jun was not the work of

tagentst unless Ulbricht himself might have been behind 1t."

2. About Ulbricht, wnose return to kast Berlin is expected about the middle of
Nov, it was sald: "At first a separation of party offices and government
25X1 offices and the pulling out of Ulbricht from the government was planned.
The separation of party and state cffices will go on; amoung others, the
1imiting of th:t aew SED chairman of Greater Berlin, Alfred Neumann, to
his party office is providsd for {Neumann 1t at present still deputy
High Mayor). Howcver in lbrichtfs case nothing will be undertaken for
an indefinite time, less on account of the possible damaging effect of this
25X1 step on general oinion than for internal party reasons. On the Soviet
side 1t 1s f=Bred such a mevisicn of Ulbrichtts powers might shake the
structure of the SED, - - ter preservnt1onAn£_na2Lx_nniix_hﬂﬂ_ﬂﬂlx_kseﬂ__1
achieved with pains." 11 this connectlo
the Zaisser-Hsrrnstadt group still had its followers in the party,
although they are prouerloss at present.
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Significant of the preseni phase within the party 1is the ostentatious
favoring of Grotewchl by Semenov, whc showed an unaccustomedly friendly
bearing toward Grovewohl aft the publie celebration of the 36th
anniversary of the Octcober Revalution, repeatedly engaging him in
conversaticrn., lsughing with him, etc.

The prominent emergence in%o the public eye of Semenov (at a plant mest-

ing in the Kabelwerk Oberspree for the first time) is also regarded as highly
significant pcolitically. Semenow 13 also indefatigably busy behind the
screen; for example, hs tcook part with Grotewohl in the conference of
cultural workers (K:lturschaffenden) at Dresden on 19 Oct. §3.  According to
an acsount of the mestlng given by Wilhelm Girnus, the former chief
feuilletonis* of the SED Central whc wae dismissed in the Herrnstadt crisis,
the meeting care t¢ Tecriminaticrs such as he (Girnus) had never lived to

see in the course of his whole political career. Girnus himself participated.
Girrus i1ndicated as the high poin%t a centribution to the discussion by
Semenov, whe declared the mission of the writer was to be the fanatic and
exponent of the truth, ancd thisz the sole principle upon which he should work.
Thereupon tha writer Stefar Heyn rose up and asked Semenov whether the truth
could be told about everything--for example, he might write a book about the
17 Jun, and could he say that 1t had not been only five percent of the
workers? Semenov replied: "Naturally you can write it, but also write that
the 17 Jun did nct have its beginning on the 16 Jun, but that the 17 Jun
belonged to the great prsletarian-bourgeois struggle .

Another impcrtant i%em in this complex: the Bezirk secretary of & mass
organization reported that for some time the regular routine meet.ngs with
officials of the High Commissicn had been very frigid. The Soviet officlals
had let it appear that they continued to support these organizations only Rs
far as they sccceeded in reaching a circle of sympathetic bourgeois who had
influence in economis and buziness life (it did not matter if these men
obtained membership).

In tha course of theze new rast1a2 tc win men over, the work of the SED in
the West and the mass srganizations will be separated from the "East work"
more sharply than heratofore. There will be a separate West secretaryship,
and the entire Westarn propaganda will be changed. Ebert declared at a
meetirg: "It no longer maikes sense tc portray conditiocns in West Germany as
worse than those in +ha Scviet Z:ne. The propaganda must adjust itself much
more to the West German business boom. The arguments that have been used up
to now can no longer be sffered Germans.”

Among other things 1t 13 planned to bring out a satirical neuspaper in Berlin,
something on the ordsr of the "Tarantel™. .In place of the "peutschlands
Stimme" and *Friedenspoet® thers will be an illustrated weekly paper which
w1ll take 1ts cue in presswork and design from the West Gderman illustrateds.
Harald Hauser 18 the preopnased chief editor. :

In summarﬂ the Soviet authoritios qléuly,begin to saee the
situation In Germany @s 1t really is, and to make themselves independent of
the fabricated reports of the SED.
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